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Elon Musk v Mark Zuckerberg
W& o Bt g 5 o LAt
Social-media smackdown
A R BEAR KX
With Threads, Meta hopes to capitalise on Twitter’s travails

1& 8 — A2 A5 69 )2 A2 Threads, Meta 7 2 A B Twitter 89 & 3% 5% .
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In one corner is Mark Zuckerberg: 39 years old, five
foot seven Inches and, if his selfies are to be believed, a
wizard at jiu-jitsu. In the other corner stands Elon
Musk: 13 years older, six inches taller and considerably
heavier, with a special move known as the walrus (“I
just lie on top of my opponent & do nothing”). The
two billionaires have agreed to a cage fight, with Mr
Musk saying on June 29th that it might take place at

the Roman Colosseum.

(3]
1. smackdown n. : the act of knocking down or bringing down an opponent %3, #1# (X&F) , Bistik, &K=,
F£3X 2 45 Elon Musk #= Mark Zuckerberg Z 18] 8952 4,
18] : Eat Well starts today, with a Thanksgiving smackdown between Ms. Severson, a Turkey fan, and Ms. Moskin, a
believer in side dishes.
“CLIF BN AA RIS, A KGRIk B I R AR B R R AT A e M6 — 3 R B AR AB R
2. travail /tra've1l/ n. an unpleasant experience or situation that involves a lot of hard work, difficulties and/or pain &
EHH; Mk RF; REF

]+ the travails of life in post-war Britain
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<l L& 3> toil
3. inch /intf/ n. (in Britain and North America) a unit for measuring length or height, equal to 2.54 centimetres. There
are 12 inchesinafoot. 38 (KE ¥4z, ¥ T 254 BAK, 1 2£RFT 12 %)
7] She's a few inches taller than me.
o rt & & LT,
4. jiu-jitsu /d3u 'd31tsu:/ n. a Japanese system of fighting from which the sport of judo was developed &K (H A%
By b A R
5. walrus /'wa:lras/ n. an animal like a large seal (= a sea animal with thick fur, that eats fish and lives around
coasts), that has two long outer teeth called tusks and lives in Arctic regions #& % (F 2%y, BT K, WM& £
AR EIR)
6. opponent /a'pavnant/ n. a person that you are playing or fighting against in a game, competition, argument, etc. %}
Fi tEH
#]: The team's opponents are unbeaten so far this season.
BN ST 3 F AR FH AU
7. Colosseum / kola'sizam/ n. an amphitheatre (=large circular theatre without a roof) in Rome which was built during
the first century AD and is now one of the most famous ancient Roman buildings. It is thought of especially as a place

where fights involving gladiators and wild animals were organized as a form of entertainment. A 3%

1. capitalise on : to gain a further advantage for yourself from a situation 5 #] A ; K. ¥ KIF L % 69374
#]: The team failed to capitalise on their early lead.
KANFA AR RE T A R FF 3% B AT SR B9 AR 4
<[ X ##> take advantage of
[#F5EE]
1. Threads : Threads & Meta 7& F 8942 X 8, XARHA Meta M4

2. Roman Colosseum: ¥ 5 & 34%

The rumble in Rome may not happen. Neither the | X% & T L9k ;TR KL, & KA H
[talian government nor Mr Musk’s mother seems | Jit F= B i 5% 69 B 3 AT #R A b R % AR, {2
keen. But the new-media moguls are also limbering up | X Az AL X ERE KL EAH —FH 2 T 24Y
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for a more consequential fight. On July 5th Meta, Mr
Zuckerberg’s firm, added a new app to its social-media
empire. Threads, a text-based network, looks a lot like
Twitter, the app Mr Musk bought last October for
$44bn. An almighty social-media smackdown is about

to begin.

KA ESLE. 7 A58, Learkegnd
Meta A 2 AL s HEAKF B #1087 — 32 Fl #
o AT LA W&IR S &2 B Threads
5 507 Sttt k4 10 ] VA 440 1L % TUIK A B9
R Twitter fRARL, —3F £ X F ZA9AE
PEAK K P KR A

(3]

1. rumble /'rambl/ n. a fight in the street between two or more gangs 4T # &

2. mogul /'mauvgl/ n. GRE a very rich, important and powerful person X 5 ; A A% A

1: a movie mogul

CHKRT

<[] X #-4%> magnate

3. consequential / ka:ns1'kwen]l/ adj. important; that will have important results £ 289; ¥ >4 & K& E 4

1 -
X MEITE T H S A HFR 26T KA,

<F] L% #e> crucial

The report discusses a number of consequential matters that are yet to be decided.

4. almighty />:I'marti/ adj. very great or severe A kK #9; +4 =T

#): an almighty bang/crash/roar

R4y [ ek | R E—F B

[#&1]

1. limber up : to do physical exercises in order to stretch and prepare your muscles before taking part in a race,

sporting activity, etc. (&3, ARFBHFAT) MAEL T, BAFiEH

#]: She ran a little way, limbering up.

W3 T — B, FH—TFTF.

Mr Musk’s tenure at Twitter has been bruising for

About 80% of

many parties. the nearly 8,000
employees he inherited have been laid off, to cut costs.
Amid a glitchy service, users have started to drift away,

believes eMarketer, a research firm. The introduction

7 % 2 Twitter #94EBR A 1R % A R BLAR
AREN . ARIEFE, H/N 5] 8000 4%
RIW, ATHBRAADRE, 4975 80%HHK
# R o HF %A 8 eMarketer ik H, @ F
Twitter IR - Z b # =, B P L2 F4ER
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on July 1st of a paywall, limiting the number of tweets | k., 7 A 1 B, 454 d o943 55351 %) 7 AR
that can be seen by those who do not cough up $8 a | 22 RJB Z AT A H 8 £ LA A F e A 2 49

month, may repel more. Advertisers have fled: | L H =, I—BHETRFELZHNFY

Twitter’s ad sales this year will be 28% lower than last, | &%k . )~ & B9 9 % 9% eMarketer TN,
forecasts eMarketer. In May  Fidelity, a | AFAERFG T S E L L F T 5 28%.
financial-services firm, estimated that the company had | &% 5 |, 2&/R %/ 35 LFit, 85
lost about two-thirds of its value since Mr Musk | J#f % B] 2l iz 8) VAR, HFIAC 4 K

agreed to buy it. H=nZ =,

(3]
1. tenure /'tenjar/ n. the period of time when somebody holds an important job, especially a political one;
the act of holding an important job (48 T £ BUEHR 5-49) 4£80, 4LER
] : She had a long tenure of office.

o e FRARAK B 1]

2. bruise /bru:z/ v. ‘@é&/ﬁﬁ%/#ﬁ#%/%ﬁﬂ to affect somebody badly and make them feel unhappy and less confident

Tk #&45

1] : They had been badly bruised by the defeat.

RMAL AT B 28 KAk,

3. glitchy /'gl1tfi/ adj. (of a machine or system #L % 3 & %4i) tending to glitch (= suffer a sudden fault and fail to work
correctly) # s # % 8%

#]: The game is so buggy and glitchy it is barely playable.

R R INE d FAR, L.

4. paywall /'perwa:l/ n. a feature of a website that prevents users from accessing certain web pages unless they have
paid to use the website /1 3% 3, Acsb s (3R sE A ZXIR, A5 4 fiz =)

#]: The most interesting pages on the site are behind a paywall.

EANF 5E A ARG A TAREAT S F X 2,

5. repel /ri'pel/ v. 7\‘éli/?ffi%/iﬁ#%/GRE/%fﬁ/‘?/q to drive, push or keep something away 47 ; AFA; JE&

8] : a cream that repels insects

BRI £ R 49 FL

6. flee /fli:/ v| 7~ /7 f&/«fﬁ#%/??fﬂ to leave a person or place very quickly, especially because you are afraid of

possible danger ii& & 7F; (LA EMA L m) Lk, k3
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7] She burst into tears and fled.
WRARTAR, BT,
<[] X% #e> scarper

(451
1. lay off : to stop employing somebody because there is not enough work for themtodo (B L%~ % M) &
#]: 200 workers at the factory have been laid off.
I 2TH 200 N TAT R
2. cough up : to give something, especially money, unwillingly #5& % (L 48%R)
] : Steve finally coughed up the money he owed us.

L HFRRAMIREFLT 4R AT

[kxal

The introduction on July 1st of a paywall, limiting the number of tweets that can be seen by those who do not cough

up $8 a month, may repel more.

& F 49 £F3 % A2 : The introduction on July 1st of a paywall may repel more, & %2: 7 A 1 B, E4H4EH G
WHETRFEEZS AP HRX.

limiting the number of tweets that can be seen by those who do not cough up $8 a month A4 Fi k&, & %2 R
BT ARERR IATHER 8 £ P ALY A Bl 69 LAE, 2 F that can be seen by those who do not cough up $8
amonth ¥ A B/ NZEME, %A R: that can be seen by those who do not cough up $8 a month #= who do not
cough up $8 a month, % #A1154% tweets #= those, ZE5 A A: RERBIATEH 8 £ LA F %A 4948

HE,MELRIAAEDN8ELHAF .

HXG R, KAIRSQGAILAAK, fagn
8] Meta A 23R 13 5 — AN B kAo 5 A4
3) AR X B AR Twitter 89 B 35 9 3k A, 20 E 43
Mastodon & — R A H —4& { Tagk P St
W& 8], AR, A5 Twitter 89 5 & R VK,
BEXSF1LA, ZANTRMET 20057 L4
Ro AR, EAAPP RIFR . B —FAKE
/8] Sensor Tower 153, %6 A, LA F#Zib
11 A%{ATH.T 61%.

From this chaos, the clearest winner is Mr
Zuckerberg.Meta eyes another, commercial
victory. Various startups have tried to capitalise
on Twitter’s travails, with little success.
Mastodon, a decentralised social network with a
single employee, said that by November it had
added more than 2m members since the Twitter
deal closed. But people found it fiddly; by June it

had 61% fewer users than at its November peak,
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estimates Sensor Tower, another data firm.

[#3C]

1. chaos /'kera:s/ n. a complete lack of order i&%L; Z2¥l; FL

] : Heavy snow has caused total chaos on the roads.
XEFEE% EE— A R

<) L # > disorder

2. decentralise / di:'sentralarz/ v. to give some of the power of a central government, organization, etc. to smaller

parts or organizations around the country 2~#%, Tz (A7) ; F..894 7 Fak

18] : decentralized authority

TART 89N

3. fiddly /'frdli/ adj. difficult to do or use because small objects are involved # /N3 F 49 ; & &F5549; H53

M4 Bl B9
8] : Changing a fuse is one of those fiddly jobs | hate.

BRI LR BTRTHRRAFL—,

Meta’s eftort, Threads, has a better shot. Cloning

rivals 1s what Meta does best. In 2016, as

Snapchat’s disappearing “stories” became popular,

Mr Zuckerberg unveiled Instagram Stories, a

similar product which helped to keep Instagram

on top. Last year, as TikTok’s short videos
became a threat, Meta rolled out Reels, a
near-identical format that lives within Instagram
and Facebook. In April Mr Zuckerberg said Reels
had helped to increase the time spent on
Instagram by nearly a quarter.

Threads also has a head start. Unlike Reels, it is
its own app. But it lets Instagrammers use their

existing login details and follow all the same

people with one click. Some 87% of Twitter users

Threads 1§ A Meta 89 & R, B —A~ L4569 L& %
ko Meta RIBRK LA LIE"SE F 3+ F, 2016
-, Ki4& Snapchat 72 7H & 69“8CF” H ik KAk
T, dLEAa IR T Instagram Stories, iX & —
ANERTHE £ MGG Re, R385 B Instagram 4L
BB R AR AL . K5, & TikTok #9441
IR — Bk A AR K AEARAT L 89 BT, Meta 232
TF Instagram #= Facebook ¥ % T Reels, iX—
k5 TikTok £k 44 A, Lk T,
Reels {£ 13 f| ' 7= Instagram _E & %% 69 B 18] 35 e T
R Z—,

# #4F Threads LA &AL K. 5 Reels N[,
C R AR . €L T ALk Instagram Al
FPAL AR GKFEZE, AFeEHE—T, #
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already  use  Instagram,  according  to | ¥ YA H # X /% Instagram K P FT & 1 69 BT B A
DataReportal, a research firm; they now have a | AR4E4F %2 8] DataReportal 493 4%, K2 87%49
near-frictionless alternative to Twitter. Twitter ] P .22 /£1% F Instagram T . #eA13ILE

AT —NEF 7 £ 69 Twitter B XKoo

[3C]
1. shot /[a:t/ n. a remark or an action that is usually one of a series, and is aimed against somebody/something that
you are arguing or competing with (43+3fF. 2 A —ZA 5|2 —8) —/FiE, —F
%] : This statement was the opening shot in the argument.
XHIEITR T FHRFH I,
2. clone /klavn/ v. to produce an exact copy of an animal or a plant from its cells #.[&
#]: A team from the UK were the first to successfully clone an animal.
FE & — AN RFE R EFH Y R

<] L #4#%&> copy

3. rival /'rawvl/ n. ‘\7}7 R/ E"/%Eﬂ a person, company or thing that competes with another in sport, business, etc.3%

#3t 5

%] : The two teams have always been rivals.
XAANN— A AT F 3T
<) L ##> opponent
4. unveil / an'verl/ v. to show or introduce a new plan, product, etc. to the public for the first time (& k)
B, NG, Fd; BLAZ TR
8] : They will be unveiling their new models at the Motor Show.
RN AE R LA RS A THFHAAE,
<B) L # 4> release
5. frictionless /'frikfnlas/ adj. achieved with or involving little difficulty or effort % 5 #69; R FIR V69 B fE X%
77 Bp T 5% 2L
1 : In reality job change is seldom so frictionless.
M % R LRk TAAR D A A — R &Y
6. near-frictionless adj. /LU-F &% m 5 %49
[4iZ1]

1. roll out : to officially make a new product available or start a new political campaign £ X 4 ; F &
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#]: The new model is to be rolled out in July.
ETAFHATHELAMIEST .
2. head start : an advantage that somebody already has before they start doing something A2 ¥ AT #% 1% %
#]: Being able to speak French gave her a head start over the other candidates.
AR EE I AR EA SRS
[Ksga ]

In 2016, as Snapchat’s disappearing “stories” became popular, Mr Zuckerberg unveiled Instagram Stories, a similar

product which helped to keep Instagram on top.
8 F 89 £F %2 : Mr Zuckerberg unveiled Instagram Stories, & %2 : L% a4& 4 H T Instagram Stories.

In 2016, as Snapchat’s disappearing “stories” became popular A7 #Ki#&, &% 2: 2016 5, KA Snapchat EE/£7H Kk
B WE AR KRART

a similar product which helped to keep Instagram on top. 1 £ i&EM &), 144% Instagram Stories,

ATH M Ee, AR FF B Instagram A& AR S ARAT R AR HE AR 2 Mz,

B Meta 68941/ K &, Twitter 69 3k 5 HLAL AR ]~
APz RAHFTERAOATRH %

Facebook 89\ Z —, 2021 F, Twitter 897

By Meta’s standards, Twitter’s business is tiny, with
one-eighth as many users as Facebook, the world’s

largest social network. In 2021 Twitter’s revenue
WE A 511CE L, # Meta 898 ICH A 1160

fLET., XEMFGBAHAIIRT E KEIF
Ao kD AT AR Twitter —H R 54t %
TR 09 A, UL, Meta — LB %47 1] 69 4
Jo, BRE Ak BUEFX, AR P
QLB R B o W7 A Twitter #9 2 %28 i 31

o

was $5.1bn, against Meta’s $116bn. And those
meagre earnings bring big problems. Few platforms
attract as many angry oddballs as Twitter. Lately
Meta has shied away from promoting news, which
brings political controversy and seems not to delight
users. News is a big part of what Twitter does.

Why, then, does Mr Zuckerberg think Threads is

worth the headache? One reason is advertising.

AL, AT 23U faHIN A Threads 1A 1F 42N
HAR? REAZ—R&) &, —H Ak, Twitter
BAR P S EHE S V&, BACHEHA
FPhez £, BHFEITPF Asbe)BHE-F &
(Simon Kemp) f&+t, AEF3EHELGATF,

H—FBN =0 _0ALXARERA THIK

Twitter has never made much money out of its users
because it knows little about them. Between half’ and
two-thirds of' those who read tweets are not logged
in, estimates Simon Kemp of DataReportal. Many

registered users are “lurkers”, who view others’ feeds
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but seldom engage. Meta, which knows a lot about | . # % iZMa9 A P £“HKE”, it AL
its users from its other apps, can hit them with | #e ]l FagdEL, 12 g TRV A 5HE P, Meta
well-targeted ads in Threads from day one. And the | A H A FIAZ /PRI TR S X T A F o943
brand-focused adverts that work best on Twitter | &, M P& &89 % — KA 7 AL Threads
would complement the direct-response ads that | ¥ &AM E LA ) L, AR H P89
Facebook and Instagram specialise in. & Twitter EHUR & RAF49, 5 Facebook #=
Instagram _E B BBk 04 ) & T4k,

(3]
1. meagre /'mi:gar/ adj. small in quantity and poor in quality '/ & % /i 49
#]: a meagre diet of bread and water
RA & @A Kb ] AR R
2. oddball /'a:dba:l/ n. a person who behaves in a strange or unusual way 174 & 1&%; R&EH: BEA
%] : He has always been an oddball.
Ho— B A& —ANEA
3. lurker /'I3:rkar/ n. a person who watches activity online but who does not participate # 1k #: A&XN A FH{2 R
L PN
%] : For lurkers like me, the info and experience you all share on the forum is much appreciated.
ST RARHFOBRE, KEARE LS FOE L/ 2RI F AR,
4. feed /fi:d/ n. a special feature on a blog, news website, social media site, etc. that allows you to see new
information that has been added without having to visit the website, usually using a feed reader (= a piece of software
that displays this information) (1% . #F Wbk, AKX WsLH8) 12 8%, 2 8T DA
#1: Yet | found myself spending that precious time slack-jawed, scrolling through my social media feeds.

R, KA TRALZ R BT AR, X &RGAIER,

5. engage /in'gerds/ v. ‘@é&/ﬁ:f&/iﬁi E{‘/%E)ﬂ to be doing or to become involved in an activity 5=, 545 (%3 )

%] : Only 10% of American adults engage in regular exercise.
R 10%49 & B R AF A AT b
(451
1. shy away : to avoid doing something because you are nervous or frightened %8 ; =8 ; MRk, B 24K
8] : Hugh never shied away from his responsibilities.

% 8 TR FTAE, KA EE,

@ Stella FIERPT @



The Economist - B4/ \F5%, BHEeSIlRGBHNES 2023/07/11

- ARXABAREE, A
Launching a social network is hard. But as Twitter bleeds | 1 itter R ir S 7 o ) 2 7 AR A% A
users and advertisers, and as Mr Musk’s management | ;z , AR I S R g
continues on its eccentric path, the opportunity is | 44:% %, Meta 89 HLA 36 A T /5 A% & Ak
becoming bigger. Regardless of who prevails in the cage, | 1 x 363 #£ 1% % % S BT A A B
Mr Zuckerberg may come away with the spoils. 2, JLEAAMERAA AT A,

()
1. bleed /bli:d/ v. to force somebody to pay a lot of money over a period of time K#AAF B (3L A94%)
%] : His ex-wife clearly intends to bleed him for every last penny.

Rt AT & 2R BAF T A — 5K

2. eccentric /1k'sentrik/ adj. ‘Eﬁ %./3.43 /GRE/ £ #F | & /\‘ considered by other people to be strange or unusual # %

o, FFFE
1] : an eccentric aunt

ESEETP

3. prevail /pr1'verl/ v. |\7}7 2[5k E"/#%#%/GRE/%;@?‘ (of ideas, opinions, etc. %, A &%) to be accepted, especially

after a struggle or an argument % ; &M EAF
]+ Justice will prevail over tyranny.

EX R ERIE,

4. spoil /spo1l/ n. ‘\7}7 R/ %/#ﬁ#%/%sfﬂ (spoils) the profits or advantages that somebody gets from being successful

A B e R EGFFAL s AT He Az b T A B
%1 : the spoils of high office

e oA R R
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R s

1) XFRHM
Ak o O\ | FPDER S G, LG B S EgtiT—5 %+
A=

| P32 E R EZ OB RKBPIFIREX
[ > ILERR . HAYRRK AT A, RS R/OMiTRIESERA P IRK,
JTEEUREN SR, ATESEI, Twitter®aH 8 5 THAEPRH, k&
INEIX
PILF B . B —TA MW AEF - AN Twittered B P HAH, RE I
AEReels; #IRHFThreadsE &M AN Z-

FILRABREIND ThreadsT&ISIRNGZ ) ——T &R, TR, AESF

EGLAZE
FTwitterdd A P o FE I, REZA L “HA” |, JTEFMIARIK

o >RSI R RGBS E
= >3 BAAERE, Metath KNS BRI A
2) AXH#*
v iF
rival
Cloning rivals is what Meta does best.
Meta 1B K 8972 “ L [&” 58 4 2F F,
opponent
| just lie on top of my opponent...

Kieiaie st FELE Y T..

;Et-'ﬂ@ : adversary/competitor

1#]:  The two of them were old adversaries.

TABARENF T

v E&8; TRH

consequential
But the new-media moguls are also limbering up for a more consequential fight.

18X R AL IR B R — ) R T 269 8 HUR %o
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almighty
An almighty social-media smackdown is about to begin.

— % £ X F R0 AL AR K BB K

KA. crucial/critical/essential

1#]: The next few weeks are going to be crucial.

S TUAS 2 IR K4
3) —E %X
v' bruise

v’ LFJ& &) : Mr Musk’s tenure at Twitter has been bruising for many parties. 3
B F 22 Twitter 894EIR AR 5 AR BLAR R IR H 89,

>«
@ to affect somebody badly and make them feel unhappy and less confident 47 ; #:45
They had been badly ~ by the defeat.
R WAL AT B B 155 KA T2
@ to develop a bruise, or make a bruise or bruises appear on the skin of

somebody/something (1£) AR ¥H; B

Strawberries ~ easily.

FEE G,

v bleed

v\ ¥ J2 &) : Butas Twitter bleeds users and advertisers... 12 % Twitter 7~ #7 A
F P Fa )~ 5 B ARAE BLAL ..

v
@ to force somebody to pay a lot of money over a period of time KA I (EAHHRK)

His ex-wife clearly intends to ~ him for every last penny.

Kby AT F AR B T A — 5o
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@ to lose blood, especially from a wound or an injury #fz; %
My finger's ~.
KA FHEHLT
@ to spread from one area of something to another area #&7; %

Keep the paint fairly dry so that the colours don't ~ into each other.

AHRETFT— UEHREmLEE,

4) 45 B4k
vV BEREEE
vV XFERA:

The rumble in Rome may not happen. Neither the Italian government nor Mr Musk’s mother
seems keen. But the new-media moguls are also limbering up for a more consequential fight.
On July 5th Meta, Mr Zuckerberg'’s firm, added a new app to its social-media empire. Threads,
a text-based network, looks a lot like Twitter, the app Mr Musk bought last October for $44bn.

An almighty social-media smackdown is about to begin.
vV @ BREIX:

The rumble between/in...may... ... 5...Z 18] 89 5 &5 ...

Neither/both of ... seems keen. ...#¢ (R) R>:48,

...are limbering up for a more consequential fight to... ... E£E & —3% £ & R85 F k...
An/A...smackdown is about to begin. —3...:& B 44

v BB
The rumble between the two candidates may not happen. Neither of them seems keen. But

they are limbering up for a more consequential fight to win the election. An almighty business

smackdown is about to begin.

v GEEL—REREES
B A B Z A 8 TR A R A o T ATF AR SR, 12X e A B kMR
— 5 R EFENEEFMESL. — T RGFRKEBPIFFE
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5) FTAALEL

A8 EHE—R% 4
1. rival xt F
2. opponent xtF
3. cage fight % F
4. smackdown #* 3k
5. the Roman Colosseum FhALY

@ Stella FIERPT @
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