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A blockbuster strike by Hollywood’s actors and writers may become
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The strike called moments earlier by America’s Screen

Actors Guild, which coincides with one by the Writers Guild

of America that began in May, has detonated a bomb under

America’s_entertainment industry. The reverberations will

travel much farther: nine of the ten biggest box-office hits
worldwide last year were American-made, and American
streaming services now reach into living rooms everywhere.
As the stars face oft against the studios, the world’s great

entertainment machine has ground to a halt.

(3]

1. suit /sut/ n. |v_‘3 K| SR |Fé’77 %| |%57‘f| a person with an important job as a manager in a company or organization,

especially one who is thought to work mainly with financial matters or to have a lot of influence (B ®"a /) 49) &%
EEAR (LAMH 7 @aey)

%]: We can leave the detailed negotiations to the suits.

AV A a7 69 % P LN 5] 23,

2. blockbuster /'bla:kbastar/ n. something very successful, especially a very successful book or film — & 1% A 9
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Far; (LA8) FEFRAGPE (REH
3. flop /fla:p/ n. a thing or person that is not successful, especially a film, show or party (®% ., XA, &

£) %K%, R

73 2K

|GMAT1 |%5ﬁ| |ﬁ€ ‘3| to take place at the same time ] B & &

4. coincide / kavin'said/ v.

] : The strike was timed to coincide with the party conference.
AR B T FA B I B KR89 B — B 8] 34T,
5. detonate /'detanert/ v. to explode, or to make a bomb or other device explode ({£) Bi¥e; 31K ; A2
B
#]: The terrorists planned to detonate the device when the shop was empty.
BT RIEREZANIIRZRE,
6. reverberation /r1 v3:rba'rerfn/ n. a loud noise that continues for some time after it has been produced because of
the surfaces around it Elvf; & & ; K"
7. box-office /'ba:ks a:fis/ n. the place at a theatre, cinema, etc. where the tickets are sold & Z4; Z 5
(47 2 4k]
1. America’ s Screen Actors Guild : an American trade union organization representing the interests of film and
television actors. B 1 L&, £EH—KKREA®H, RAFERAZG T omL,
2. the Writers Guild of America : a labor union representing thousands of members who write content for television,
motion pictures, digital media & news. %A L4, & £E —KKEBAE|F H 69 T 2mL,
[#142]
1. face off : to argue, fight or compete with somebody, or to get ready to do this Sk A#Fi (R F. HE) ; £E&
WA (&, HR)
7] They faced off against each other, and in the confusion somebody shot first.
AV 3, EIRELFAATFTT —H.
2. grind to a halt : to go slower gradually and then stop completely 1% 1% 1% T &
##1: Production ground to a halt during the strike.

BT 0 A A N o

[k=e]
The strike called moments earlier by America’ s Screen Actors Guild, which coincides with one by the Writers Guild of

America that began in May, has detonated a bomb under America’ s entertainment industry.

8 F £F 347 The strike has detonated a bomb under America’ s entertainment industry, &% : £ L& £ E4%
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called moments earlier by America’ s Screen Actors Guild % & & 2 &, 154fFk < the strike, &H: £ H %
AAA KA (EI)

which coincides with one by the Writers Guild of America A AEFR I PEZ &M 8], M AL the strike, &A: (XK
21) EERAREIANEIRNAL

that began in May ) R &M ), 154G one, &H: BAMHAALLY (X KREL)
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The last time writers and actors went on strike together
Ronald Reagan was president—not yet of the United
States, but of its actors’ union. The argument then, in
1960, was about television, and how big-screen actors
should be compensated when their work was replayed on
the small screen. Today’s confrontation is also about new

technology.

[#3C]

1. compensate /'ka:mpensert/ v. |5~ 4 IGMAT] |§j %l |%5Fr| to provide something good to balance or reduce the

bad effects of damage, loss, etc.#ME; R4k
#]: She was so ashamed of her treatment of him that she felt she should compensate him in some way.
W AR AR B IR AW, AT R %A A T KAMER,
2. confrontation / ka:nfran'tezfn/ n. a situation in which there is anger between people or groups
who disagree because they have different opinions xt4t; t#§; # %
(4% & 4k]
1. Ronald Reagan : a US film actor and later Republican politician who became the 40th US President (1981-9). He was
a popular president, especially because of his ability to explain the government's plans and problems in a simple way

toordinary people. F#hi& « 2, £ERHER, BEEARAE 40 HEEHE LN EFTHEEK

One concern is artificial intelligence. Writers and actors | — N2 R AT 68, ZmAlAE R A 2
want guarantees that it won’t be used to churn out scripts | fF 2| fRiE, ALFHRLAASHARKREL
or clone performers. The bigger argument is over | A KR ELEER. LR FLETR
streaming. The “streaming wars” have seen a surge in | 4Kk, “RBER KK LIETHE L H
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content spending, as century-old studios compete for | 4938, # L E GV NG H5FE,
subscribers with deep-pocketed new rivals like Apple and | 32 By 38 5 0F 77 # /F 69 3 5% 52 - 4 F 4 4
Amazon. Worldwide, TV and film companies spent more | iT[# fl P . 4B %2 3] Ampere Analysis

than $230bn_on programming last year, nearly double | 53, £FA2RELAFfw R N5 ET H
their expenditure a decade earlier, estimates Ampere | |4 L&y T hA42:F 2300 £ T, JLF

Analysis, a research firm. Jobs in American show business | 2+ A8 12, £ EHE L7078k 3

are growing about twice as fast as employment overall. K 1% g2 ARG 38 K % F R4,

[#C]
1. deep-pocketed / di:p 'pa:kitid/ adj. having a large amount of money to spend ¥ /) 4 /2 &%
#]: By contrast, foreign banks mainly serve multinational companies with deeper pockets.

AT, SN ARAT ERIR ST A MR A5 E N 5]

2. expenditure /1k'spenditfar/ n. |55 & |GMAT1 |%Wr| |Zﬁ ‘i’.| the act of spending or using money; an amount of

money spent 7297 ; H . TR F L
(4]
1. churn out : to produce something quickly and in large amounts (FL#|%3Ex) KE 4 *, KEMH

#]: She churns out novels at the rate of three a year.

WA —F =20 E KA B,

[(Kga]

Worldwide, TV _and film companies spent more than $230bn_on programming last year, nearly double their

expenditure a decade earlier, estimates Ampere Analysis, a research firm.

&) ¥ £ T34 Worldwide, TV and film companies spent more than $230bn on programming last year, &% : &5
SR e AL RN S AT B HIME L6 b AT 2300 1LE T

H P, lastyear AR HIKE, FH: LF

nearly double their expenditure a decade earlier 4 F{zi&, & HLS230bn, &R : JL-FRTFAT6IMIE
estimates Ampere Analysis % 5] %8, &% : 4 Ampere Analysis &7t

aresearch firm # Bl423&, f## 3% Ampere Analysis, & #: #F %/ 3] Ampere Analysis

Some “talent” still feel short-changed. Streamers make | —2 “AF " MARRFHTHT . FIEEAR
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generous upfront payments, but they offer a smaller
share in their projects’ future success. So whereas an
appearance in a flop is much better paid than it was a
decade ago, being part of a smash hit no longer means
being set up for life. And although the streamers’ output
tends to be creatively fulfilling, with more potential for
awards than broadcast TV, their shorter seasons make

work precarious. Actors and writers want higher

2 B BT BARFF, A2 EAAT B Ak
BRI P PTG R B A Y. B, 5+
SFATAEL, B K MR BT S,
ot =X RBANRBERELT T
#o mH, BARABEKGZHEELA G
Wk, bR A TR R, {2k
5209 FH I TAETARE o IR R Aot A
ARG R SRR IA, AT B Lk
B3R AF 5 Ak ) A8 X 69 R BN o

minimum wages and a success-based payment when

shows are released.

(3]
1. short-change / [o:rt 'tfeind3/ v. to treat somebody unfairly by not giving them what they have earned or deserve 5
i stde
#]: Women are in fact still being short-changed in the press.
F R Bdado 37 AR B RN 2T A
2. upfront / ap'frant/ adj. paid in advance, before other payments are made 4+ 49; 1 X 49
#]: There will be an upfront fee of 4%.

L 4% B9FAT .

73 2K

3. smash /sma]/ n. % 5 |3 2] a song, film or play that is very popular + % & 4o d93 s (B, BA])

4. precarious /pr1'kerias/ adj. not safe or certain; dangerous 4289 ; &< h9; A&
]: He earned a precarious living as an artist.

EA—ANEREK, TG ZARRY L E,

WEkd L&, kT A AR, &A
Yok, QIMEREAAAEDZ, XAER,
% faA) « HrAH4E (Ridley Scott) 49 € /A
+) (Gladiator) %: 4 % E & A& 091E &
AT, BfERCERGEY, mf
BRHRAZGSTHIE, LT hR,
WA G F KA RIRE

On the face of it they are in a strong position. Without
writers, the creative pipeline is empty. Without actors,
works-in-progress like Ridley Scott’s “Gladiator” sequel
have been shut down. Even completed films will struggle
without stars to promote them. Disney had to rustle up

entertainers in Mickey and Minnie costumes to walk the

red carpet at the premiere of “Haunted Mansion” on July
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15th. The Venice film festival next month will be a lonely | 89 Z A, £ 7 A 15 B (X RE) &
affair. The Emmy awards, in September, could be derailed; | & X, _EA& 288, T/~ A 6@ el &%
some wonder if the strike might even last until the | ¥R —FRIEeg 84, 9 A9 EE
REAMIER, FANKEIREGAHF
SR F 3 AR AAL,

=

Oscars, next March.

(3]
1. pipeline /'parplain/ n. a series of pipes that are usually underground and are used for carrying oil, gas, etc.
over long distances i ; £if
2. sequel /'sizkwal/ n. a book, film, play, etc. that continues the story of an earlier one (5. ®.% . X A%
0) Sk, 8%
3. premiere /prr'mir/ n. the first public performance of a film or play (&%, &A49) BRNE, Ak
4. derail /di:'re1l/ v. to stop a process from continuing in the way it was intended to FEL#%;4¢ & FF iE % #h 42
#]: The company’ s plans were initially derailed by problems with licence agreements.
%/ 8] 89 7 R A B 9 FTIE YRR R i L
[#% 24&]
1. Ridley Scott : a British movie director, known for his varied style and wide range of subjects. His representative
works are "Alien" and "Blade Runner". &F&4] « £ F4&, RER P FE, AR ST, M 2 FMHh. KEMEH
(FHY . (REXF) .
2. Gladiator : Gladiator is a historical epic from director Ridley Scott. A FL) & Fi& Fi&A] o MrAH4589 —28 ) £
X F
3. Haunted Mansion : a Disney film. Inspired by the classic theme park attraction, Haunted Mansion is about a woman
(Rosario Dawson) and her son (Chase Dillon) who enlist a motley crew of so-called spiritual experts to help rid their
home of supernatural squatters. {# X E) , REARBRTLRRGETHANEATE, HET —ANEA (FH2R-
AR Aedbty)IUF GRAT-KAAR) BET RO R FF R, FH ey RIEkAL § ReyfEEd,
4. The Venice film festival : The Venice Film Festival is an annual festival that is held in Venice, Italy, one of five major
film festivals around the world. g /JeHf € % 5
5. The Emmy awards : The Emmy Awards recognize excellence within various areas of television and emerging media.

[74]
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1. rustle up : to make or find something quickly for somebody and without planning /& B #4F ; ik &K 2] AL AR

8] It's not difficult to rustle up some possible reasons for all this.

IT X PR AYTALR B, AR AU R IR

R, 5EARTRETAEE, AEMNK
Aok, B, FIEAT BT
CERY, BAREHT BRE ZHAT
o BAEERERELARAATITZ AL
it ils B2, TR G Bt )AL
TARLABA R o AR IEIT K 383 £
AR ARAZ B TEAK, T8 R AE AL A ]
K 7 #1. Netflix 72 —A & 3% 49 19
F: A&#E Ampere Analysis #I% 3B, &
H 238 ILiTHRA Py, BI=Qp2 =
AEEGS, mAELEL 12 MAF,
Netflix £ FEHT B P AL =52
R IR GY

Yet the stars will struggle more than they did when
Reagan was in charge. Strikes are less disruptive to TV
schedules now that there is no longer a schedule to disrupt.
The on-demand era means viewers face a sea of choice on
opening their apps; any gaps are less obvious. Streaming
has also made Hollywood less reliant on America, both in
terms of its audience and in terms of production. Netflix
is the most extreme example: more than two-thirds of its
238m subscribers live overseas, and nearly two-thirds of
the shows it commissioned in the past 12 months are being

made abroad, according to Ampere Analysis.

[3C]
1. on-demand / a:n di'mand/ adj. done or happening whenever somebody asks # & 49; [ 1L Bp 47 4244 49
#): The new network promises lightning-fast access to on-demand video.

G W 252 AR WAL 69 1R AL B .

2. commission /ka'mifn/ v. |V-Elé& 7‘?&| GMAT |%5ﬁ| to officially ask somebody to write, make or create something or

todo atask foryou E X &H# (5., #4F. GI4/FR T AR)
#): She has been commissioned to write a new national anthem.

WO F 48 B A E K

In a world dominated by franchises, actors also wield | ZZ 7% hF £ FH9H¥R L, B ROGLFM
less economic clout than they used to. Last month | /7 4 K R4edf. EANA, F£4950L% (Warner
Warner Bros replaced its Superman; Sony has fielded | Bros) £ # 7AW EL; TREHT S
multiple Spider-Men (the most recent is animated). As | AN#esk ik (RULARFH @A) o Ed (£
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Anthony Mackie, who plays Captain America, has put K 89 F kR R » 2% (Anthony
“The evolution of the superhero has meant the | Mackie) P73 : “ABZ ML ERE

death of the movie star.” And as audiences tire of | B 2G0T, 7 KA WA AR LB F AR 69

superheroes, studios are finding new franchises. R, v sl LaFRITGRINHA

[3C]

1. franchise /'freentfaz/ n. GMAT| |%57‘T| |45 /\| a set of films in which the same characters appear in related stories
FI% A

2. wield /wi:ld/ v.

~4| G

GRE/[GMAT] [# | to have and use power, authority, etc 94, &8, T4, LB (A %)

#]: They wield enormous political power.

MAATAE B K89 BEA T -

3. field /fi:ld/ v. to provide a candidate, speaker, team, etc. to represent you in an election, a

competition, etc. & ; Ik
] : Each of the main parties fielded more than 300 candidates.
HFNERBOCA LIRS 300 FAMEEA
4. animated /'zenimertrd/ adj. made to look as if they are moving #1& (£ ) &9, #4409
%] : Disney has returned to what it does best: making full-length animated feature films.
WA RE RN S W BN REFOFN: FMERBFHBHF A,
(4% 2 4k]
1. Warner Bros : Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. (commonly known as Warner Bros., Warners, or simply WB) is an

American company that produces film, television and music entertainment. & 44 5L %

Above all, the distressed state of the entertainment | R ¥ &892, 4 RLaHFE Z%E w#
business means studios are in no shape to increase their | /8] k3w I i, L RFCLEHFIEE
outgoings. Wall Street has begun to demand that | KFRBER-FE TR EFAEK, LE25
streamers deliver not just growth but profit, causing an | LAJE, X FH T Hl R A9 K#. £
almighty rush to trim costs. Even before the strike, | £ &% TZ AT, LA A B A BUH . £,
projects were being cancelled. Last year Warner Bros | &4 U H#BUH T —3R L Tk 89 (5h4e
canned a completed “Batgirl” film. The industrial action | %{k) ®.%, EIIT31H £ % &9 AN

provides helpful cover for more cost-slashing: “A lot of | M#fE T A 89447 “REZMFfF
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shareholders and executives are happy to clean up their | F AR R T HILF = fifik, ” —{2aTA
balance-sheets,” says one former streaming executive. The | 4R 3 &3l . % RAEE LB &
actors are delivering Oscar-worthy performances at the | ILHE/F EBAFFEGE K, X—Kk, H
picket lines. This time, they face a tough crowd. 17 g X 89 2 — BEMELE 69 A,

(3]
1. distressed /d1'strest/ adj. very upset and anxious JRI®&9; MIEAT; Elxay
#]: He was too distressed and confused to answer their questions.
Ak # e m B A, ke B Ae 169 17 AL
2. outgoings / aut'gavinz/ n. the amount of money that a person or a business has to spend regularly, for example
every month 7 ¥ ; &% 5% A
3. almighty />:I'marti/ adj. very great or severe A kK 49; + 9= T8y
#]: The next moment there was an almighty crash
BAERET A REE,
4. can /kaen/ v. to dismiss somebody from their job i & ; ik B4HE2 A A; K898k &
#1: Upon learning he was sick, the company canned him without explanation.
el At ARG, SRR E T H,
5. cost-slashing adj. reducing, decreasing or lowering the prices 1 & a% A& &4
6. balance-sheet /'belans [i:t/ n. a written statement showing the amount of money and property that a company
has and listing what has been received and paid out % = fifit & ; #®H %; T4 Pk
(4]
1. in no shape to : In no possible manner; under no circumstances; not by any means 7k
18] : His constitution was in no shape to endure.
Rty FARC B EIETAET
2. picket line : a line or group of pickets 215X 4 ; E T E &K 4
] : In Chicago, public school teachers walked picket lines for a second day.
A, NIFREFE R FE IR
[#% 24&]
1. Batgirl : the name of several fictional superheroes appearing in American comic books published by DC Comics,

depicted as female counterparts to the superhero Batman. %% %1t
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IR SRR L AT 35 2 K E e TR IR Z PR TR
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IR R ESEIBE EARAFT RS IRNEFE R Y
» 22 AL R 2R BYRK PR A 85 KGER

> EITHE BEOKARIRIREE T A mebirir
PR, BRATTEIEERIELES ®

2) AXH#
v XH

spending

The “streamingwars” have seen a surge in content spending
CREER KRR WIET R X 69508

expenditure

nearly double their expenditure a decade earlier

JLF R A AT L e P4

outgoings

studios are in no shape to increase their outgoings

WF N 8 ik m i 4

H A expense/outlay/disbursement
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f#1: The company has cut operating expenses to their lowest levels in three years.

gne LT X BN REZFERGFTIAAKT,

v R
cancel
Even before the strike, projects were being cancelled.
LEZAFZTZAT, AR B AIUH,
can

I”

Last year Warner Bros canned a completed “Batgir film.

£F, BASLHERBUY T —3C 2R (haiik) £,

R A abolish/call off/abrogate/scrap

1#]: The current 100-dollar limit has been scrapped.
Bl AT 100 % LAY LR AR BUH .

3) —# %L
v’ suit

v L FJRE): Starsvsuits B Z XTI Z N )

v B
(@D a person with an important job as a manager in a company or organization, especially
one who is thought to work mainly with financial matters or to have a lot of influence (%
MAE) HAETEAR (LEBEMFFT @)
We can leave the detailed negotiations to the suits.
FAVT A m T 693K P KN 8] 2 32,
@ a set of clothes made of the same cloth, including a jacket and trousers or a skirt % Jik ;
HE; £

They won't let you into the restaurant without a suit and tie.
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F R AT AR A A R & b 1R #E IR JE o

@ any of the four sets that form a pack of cards (3t £+ ) BT A R &8

The suits are called hearts, clubs, diamonds and spades.

A SRR v AL & A b, ML, 7 3RAw B Ak

@ a claim or complaint against somebody that a person or an organization can make in
court 7Fi; ARiF

The company now faces several suits over its failure to protect its employees.

BAariX Zn e AR R T mENSFE 5,

v" smash

v’ ¥ /)R @) : being part of a smash hit no longer means being set up for life. {24

H—fXRBANTBEREL T X E

v B
@ a song, film or play that is very popular +% & 693k (e 2., RKA|)
The comedy was an instant smash with critics.
AR BB TR R — e A,
@ an act of breaking something noisily into pieces; the sound this makes #&#; 174%; s
(RATHA) #yeb
The cup hit the floor with a smash.
TR E| 2 bt — 5 35T
@ an accident in which a vehicle hits another vehicle 3& %
Four people were seriously injured in a head-on smash on the A45.
B A5 FABREGRMIBYFRFT, 4 AZEZXH.
@ a way of hitting the ball downwards and very hard & /& #K; =23k

He can hit a powerful overhead smash.

LAY AT K A 892 TR = R AR
4) 15 B\ %
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v

v

FHEEEE %
XFERE:

One concern is artificial intelligence. Writers and actors want guarantees that it won’ t be used
to churn out scripts or clone performers. The bigger argument is over streaming. The
“streaming wars” have seen a surge in content spending, as century-old studios compete for

subscribers with deep-pocketed new rivals like Apple and Amazon.

a) A .
One concernis *=+ — A2 A -+

The bigger argument is over -+ £ K&9F L4 T+

1% 5=
One concern in education about ChatGPT is academic misconduct. Students may use it to
cheat on assignments or tests. The bigger argument is over students’ independent thinking.

ChatGPT may cause students to give up their ability to think independently.

15 BAE ——RE B R A2t b $8
JERDNFE— AN R AR TR THERFZ MK E AE,
RRGFRAET R IEWEET .

JERDAFBERXEMT TS EFR ORI, L5 R IAT 24 D FaeRE,
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5) FALIEE L

LB EHM—E TR

1. actor R R

2. writer gayal

3. entertainment industry E R

4. box-office &5

5. streaming service R

6. script B A

7. show business R LI

8. movie star W, 2

9. franchise RI# A
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