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Turning up the heat
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Soaring temperatures and food prices threaten violent unrest

LB AR S A B ) B

it B : The Economist Jul 29t 2023 edition Finance & economics

As the world warms, the link between heat and social
disturbance is an increasingly important one and, this
summer, an especially concerning one. Each upheaval
has its own causes, but certain factors make disturbances
more likely everywhere. Surging temperatures, rising
tood prices and cuts to public spending—three of the
strongest predictors of turmoil—have driven estimates
of the potential for unrest to unprecedented highs in
recent months. These estimates will probably rise higher
still this summer. Temperatures are unlikely to have
peaked. Russia’s exit from the Black Sea Grain Initiative
to export supplies from Ukraine and India’s recent ban
on rice exports may raise the price of staples. Social
unrest is already bubbling in Kenya, India, Israel and

South Africa.
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1. threaten /'Oretn/ v. to seem likely to happen or cause something unpleasant il 7= &

#): A storm was threatening.
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2. unrest /an'rest/ n. a political situation in which people are angry and likely to protest or fight 3% ; 3
Ly &F
#]: There is growing unrest throughout the country.

A EAHE FFHHRE,

3. disturbance /d1'st3:rbans/ n. |7~ 2% /% % /GRE/ % #F /& /\‘ a situation in which people behave violently in a public

place 3%#&L; 2&3h; #EL

#]: News of the arrests provoked serious disturbances in the streets.

A & AIAT B E A RIREL.

4. upheaval /ap'hi:vl/ n. a big change that causes a lot of worry and problems 1% ; #%; #h4l; %%
]+ | can't face the upheaval of moving house again.

B EL X FHRBEIE

5. turmoil /'t3:rmo1l/ n. ‘Eﬁ ./ #.43 /GRE/ & /\‘ a state of great worry in which everything is confused and nothing is

certain #¥L; B&a); REl; BE

7] His statement threw the court into turmoil.

Ry IR R AL AT R T N — R kil

6. unprecedented /An'presidentid/ adj. that has never happened, been done or been known before & BT A&
8y EATAY; KA AP

] : The situation is unprecedented in modern times.

T A LA AR EA H T

7. exit /'egzit/ n. when someone stops being involved in a competition or business, especially because they have not
been successful &% (LB RKRA MF LA LS EFRF S5 )

#1:  France’s early exit from the World Cup

hE AL AR LT B

8. staple /'ste1pl/ n. ‘ﬁﬁf‘é"/GRE/%Bf/‘?/\‘ a basic type of food thatis used a lot A A4, &

%] : Aid workers helped distribute corn, milk and other staples.

BIIAR BN K5, FIRHEMEREY,

9. bubble /'babl/ v. (of a feeling & 1) to be felt strongly by a person; to be present in a situation 7%
AR RiE: AE

7] : the anger that bubbled beneath the surface

PSR A A R
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1. the Black Sea Grain Initiative : Z &R £
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R&H,

Verisk  Maplecroft, a risk-intelligence company,

maintains a civil-unrest index that forecasts the
potential for business disruption caused by social
disturbances, including violent wupheaval, on a
country-by-country basis. According to the firm’s
estimates, the risk of global social unrest in the third
quarter of 2023 is the highest since the index was
created in 2017. That is because of both heat and the
higher cost of living, says Jimena Blanco, the firm’s
lead analyst. “High rates of food price inflation are a
particular risk,” she warns.

Global inflation seems to have passed a peak, and
international grain prices are lower than last year’s
high. But that does not mean prices paid by consumers
have stopped rising. In June annual food-price inflation
was 17% in Britain, 14% in the EU and nearing 10% in
Canada and Japan. It is higher still in many developing
economies, especially those in Africa. Food-price
inflation is close to 25% in Nigeria, 30% in Ethiopia
and 65% in Egypt (the highest rate in the country’s

history).
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(3]

1. index /'1ndeks/ n. a system that shows the level of prices and wages, etc. so that they can be compared with those

of a previous date (##-F= T F469) 154k
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] : the cost-of-living index
R HE T
2. disruption /dis'rapfn/ n. a situation in which it is difficult for something to continue in the normal way; the act of
stopping something from continuing in the normal way #t.#L; 1% W 4740
]: We aim to help you move house with minimum disruption to yourself.
B RGRFEME, HERZIRS SR ROTAZ.
3. lead /li:d/ n. the person in charge of a project, department, etc. £ & # 7w A
#]: Sam is the lead on this project.
LR IZ B 8 R T A
[E%]
1. Nigeria /na1'dz1ria/ a large country on the west coast of Africa & B A JEM & & 65 kK

2. Ethiopia /i:8i'aupia/ a country in north-eastern Africa 3% £ &L (FALIEEK)

KA B K M A S BB R RO 45 3
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F230%. EEEK, DEAed EoEL
EOANTET 6%, 17%H= 51%. *-F,

BEMMETH, IANERLZHEF ERX
Rl = EA

Lower wholesale prices should in time feed through to

consumers. But Russia’s choice to scupper the Black Sea

Grain Initiative on July 17th, which was followed by four

nights of” attacks on the Ukrainian ports of Chornomorsk

and Odessa in the Black Sea, has disturbed food markets,

pushing prices in the opposite direction. Dry conditions

elsewhere are also likely to exacerbate difficulties. Yields
of Australian barley and wheat are forecast to decline by
34% and 30% this harvest. Stocks of American maize,
wheat and sorghum are down by 6%, 17% and 51%. Last
year these countries were the world’s two biggest

exporters of the cereals by value.

(3]
1. scupper /'skapar/ v. to cause somebody/something to fail 1 %% ; £ A L%
1] : The residents' protests scuppered his plans for developing the land.
JE RO FLBAELACTE ZGX A EHH RIET 6

<) L% > foil
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2. disturb /d1'st3:rb/ v. ‘\7}7 YL E"/%Bﬂ to interrupt somebody when they are trying to work, sleep, etc. 3744 ; T4 ;

&5 7

#1: I'm sorry to disturb you, but can | talk to you for a moment?

A, ATHRAR—T, KAERMFE—2ILD?

<[] X #-#%> interrupt

3. exacerbate /1g'zaesarbert/ v. to make something worse, especially a disease or problem 1 % 4L ;
& Ao ) AL Ao E

7] . His aggressive reaction only exacerbated the situation.

He b Bes¥ ATy R A5 LB,

<7 L% %> aggravate

4. barley /'ba:rli/ n. a plant grown for its grain that is used for making food, beer and whisky; the grains
ofthisplant (&) K%&; K&

] : Malt whisky is made from malted barley.

ZH AR KELBRFIE,

5. maize /mei1z/ n. a tall plant grown for its large yellow grains that are used for making flour or eaten as a vegetable;
the grains of this plant & %&; E X

7] : vast fields of maize.

I AEN S )

6. sorghum /'sa:rgam/ n. very small grain grown as food in tropical countries; the plant that produces this grain = % ;
#]: They made sorghum into pig feed.

RANIE & RBOR T B A

1. feed through : to reach somebody/something after going through a process or system & £ {F AR 4 25
]+ It will take time for the higher rates to feed through to investors.
FRIEBRT AT RRAF RSO DIRE,

[Kksga 5471

But Russia’s choice to scupper the Black Sea Grain Initiative on July 17th, which was followed by four nights of attacks

on the Ukrainian ports of Chornomorsk and Odessa in the Black Sea, has disturbed food markets, pushing prices in the

opposite direction.

& ¥ &9 £ F & % 9 : But Russia’s choice to scupper the Black Sea Grain Initiative on July 17th has disturbed food
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markets, %2 1EEFMEEALA 7 A 17 BiEE (ZARSBR) HATERTH

which was followed by four nights of attacks on the Ukrainian ports of Chornomorsk and Odessa in the Black Sea 4 &
EAE), MATEHATANRY, EER: MBAEZHNE L 2H O REE R LA EFEEEw AN LR
%+

pushing prices in the opposite direction H £ R K&, L. MR LAQEQMRY T ®
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BT RERGREY .7 H 20 8, 5K
JRVE & g, B AP B o BT A A e
LFAER ZFHIAE LR IK DG By
29 10%, @ HLiX—#0/UF 2% 2 I8,
BRA BRI, 2R, kKA
A—EAALRRBETEARAESZ =L
HHREHEN. M THEREIRRFTHAD
k9, X—HFTh LA ASZ WY, 4o
REMAETRAR BRI T, AMMARSEF
B k. ALKk EI A 2R T Ae A& BTk
K IEEL.

More concerning still are events in India, which
produces roughly 40% of global rice exports, and has
suffered from debilitating rains this year. On July 20th
the government responded by banning exports of all
non-Basmati rice from the country. This will reduce
global rice exports by about 10%, with almost immediate
effect. The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation estimates that together maize, rice and
wheat provide more than two-fifths of the world’s
calorific intake. Among the world’s poorest populations,
the figure may rise to four-fifths. If" prices do not start to
tall soon, people will only get hungrier. And hungrier

people are more likely to hit the streets.

[#C]
1. debilitate /d1'bilttert/ v. to make a country, an organization, etc. weaker #1335 (B K. MM F) 49/ =
1% 485 1 7
%] : Prolonged strike action debilitated the industry.
KB 1A 69 F TH| 55 T EAAT Y E T o
2. Basmati /baez'maeti/ n. a type of rice with long grains and a pleasant taste &L & % & K ; PR H K
3. calorific / keela'rifik/ adj. relating to the amount of energy contained in food or fuel (#) ~49; =4 *hEd
18] : Waste plastics have a higher calorific value than coal and burn easily.
JRBAG KIS, BHME.
[1%i&]

1. hit the street : (idiomatic) To go out in search of something or for a specific purpose #§Af1AH K17, FEALE,
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BHERAT HmEN, WHRAEL

W BCR YR BUR T AE 2 it — o AUR AL
SRR . W % B K49 BUR A7 HA ]
KHEE G, & RSB 8T
%, AEd RS, EEHALKFH

Jacopo Ponticelli #= 7 22 # K % 49

Fiscal austerity may further destabilise things. Many
governments have committed to raising taxes or cutting
expenditures in order to bring debt under control after lavish
spending during covid-19. Jacopo Ponticelli of Northwestern

University and Hans-Joachim Voth of the University of
Hans-Joachim Voth & T 25 ANBR i

2R AR — AN IR, TR
W, BRI EEFH R 5%, HEFH
B IR R A A 28%.

Zurich investigated almost a century of data from 25
European economies. They discovered that each additional
5% cut in government spending increases the frequency of

social unrest by 28%.

[#C]
1. fiscal /'fiskl/ adj. connected with government or public money, especially taxes M # &9 ; EHE; BEF A8
%) : the country’s fiscal system

R0 M B

2. austerity />:'sterati/ n. ‘#’6 # /GRE/ & /\‘ difficult economic conditions created by government policies aimed at

cutting public spending (£2589) % 45; A& 3 414 %

18] austerity measures and economic reforms % 45 443 5 42 2 F

<7 L # %> squeeze

3. lavish /'lzevif/ adj. large in amount, or impressive, and usually costing a lot of money k& 49; #£7F E K&

#]: They lived a very lavish lifestyle.

ML HEEERRGEE,

Countries beyond the rich world have a more concerning | [ 7 KX B K, HALE KFx X a9 Kk

outlook. The damage done by unrest is about twice as | # 5 A %41, BIRT T A SH 269557

large in emerging markets as in advanced economies, | AR &7, FHLAEFH LT HERGME

according to the IMF researchers, with lower business and | K £ & & A 254K 4S5, 7 kAl 3%

consumer _ confidence, and heightened uncertainty, | 5138 F &, AL EIEm, 0BT 5

exacerbating the much greater risk of sudden capital | AZERIN A RS, XA T=E SFHF 2

flight. This bodes ill for what is set to be a year of rising | & e 44 Lk, R A K At T T 89
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food prices, boiling weather and spending cuts. Expect a | —F, ZF 2L —PF K, K#HXELA

long, hot, uncomfortable summer. ML A B Ko

[=C])
1. outlook /'avtluk/ n. the likely future for somebody/something; what is likely to happen #T=; T #& 1%
8] : the country’s economic outlook
BRSSP
2. flight /flatt/ n. the act of running away from a dangerous or difficult situation (M &1 & H 3% F 49) #LE, R
%) : aflight from harsh reality
8 38 H, 5%
3. boiling /'bo1ln/ adj. very hot }R#a9; R I8
8] : You must be boiling in that sweater!
T B AR — AR
<B) L# > sweltering
[4i2]
1. capital flight: T4 /iR
2. bode well/ill (for somebody/something) : to be a good/bad sign for somebody/something (33} A / £ F) & F
k, Ak
%] : These figures do not bode well for the company's future.
X e F A3 TN 8] B9 AT R RANF I K
[Kksga]

The damage done by unrest is about twice as large in emerging markets as in advanced economies, according to the

IMF researchers, with lower business and consumer confidence, and heightened uncertainty, exacerbating the much
greater risk of sudden capital flight.

&) F 89 £F 3% 4 : The damage is about twice as large in emerging markets as in advanced economies, &% &: #f
XFTIHME KAR R KL FHREGHIE, L donebyunrest B ERE, EEL: B HERY

according to the IMF researchers A #ki&, & %2: BIRT P EALERGFRAR LT

with lower business and consumer confidence, and heightened uncertainty H4EfE k&, &52: BlfE v H12
ST, A R e

exacerbating the much greater risk of sudden capital flight 7 & R K&, E LR Wwh| T FAERKRIPRGRE
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unrest

Soaring temperatures and food prices threaten violent unrest

iR AR S M AE ST 3 B 7 BR L

turmoil

Surging temperatures, rising food prices and cuts to public spending—three of the strongest

predictors of turmoil...

VBRI B e A& ik Ae 3k 0 Ao

EANRE R TH 5 IEAT...
disturbance
As the world warms, the link between heat and social disturbance is an increasingly important

one...

MASRTR, KRGRA AR FILIAGKEA TRERLET L.

HAL: upheaval

#1:  Having a baby will mean the greatest upheaval in your life.

BT HTERERGETEREETRNER,
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hot
Expect a long, hot, uncomfortable summer.
TR LR —ANFR, KBXASARTHE R,
boiling
This bodes ill for what is set to be a year of rising food prices, boiling weather and spending

cuts.

X ITEHSFRHRAR A LK, R AR AF BT L0 —5F

HAL: sweltering

1#]: sweltering heat

BE: R K AT 8 5 R
3) —#A% L
v bubble

% J2 &) : Social unrest is already bubbling in Kenya, India, Israel and South
Africa. HRIE., A, e feddEtittashH %l A,
v B
D(of a feeling 2« 1#) to be felt strongly by a person; to be present in a situation # 7% Z{ & % ;
Ris; BRI
the anger that ~ beneath the surface
P TR A A RS
@ to make a bubbling sound (#3h8t) Kb §iaey 5 &
| could hear the soup ~ away.
IR AT B )y A vk vE o MR
@ to form bubbles A2it.; § &

The water in the pan was beginning to ~.

%%Eélj 7J(93[:'}(u E] /Lo
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v’ commit

v X ¥ J& 4 : Many governments have committed to raising taxes or cutting
expenditures in order to bring debt under control after lavish spending during
covid-19. ¥ % B R BUF AR TR KZEE G, & 3RS IR A B IT
X, AEHMR %

v B
@ to give an opinion or make a decision openly so that it is then difficult to change it (/AFF
) RAERL, kR
You don't have to ~ vyourself now—just think about it.
TR AERS, REFE—TIHE,
@ to kill yourself deliberately &
Her father had ~ suicide.
WELFAFRT .
@ to do something wrong orillegal #k i (%) ; & (F)

to ~ acrime/an offence

Jo ik /ik ik

4) 5 5%
vV RBEFWE AN
vV XFERA:

Countries beyond the rich world have a more concerning outlook. The damage done by unrest
is about twice as large in emerging markets as in advanced economies, according to the IMF
researchers, with lower business and consumer confidence, and heightened uncertainty,
exacerbating the much greater risk of sudden capital flight. This bodes ill for what is set to be a
year of rising food prices, boiling weather and spending cuts. Expect a long, hot,

uncomfortable summer.

v agRRBRIA:
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...has a...outlook. ...A9 AT = 2 ...

This bodes well/ill for what is set to be a year of ... X~ & ¥4 2. .69—F

v BT
The tourism industry has a booming outlook. The revival brought by newly rolled-out policy is
unprecedentedly strong, according to the researchers, with higher business and consumer

confidence, and more opportunities, generating much greater potential for prosperity. This

bodes well for what is set to be a year of harvest.

v BEAEL—REFHN L5
B = LB AT % A E R, A AERT, GIATEAT RO Z LR A AR T TIHE, BE
Aok AelH 09130 G, WERQARE 2, PANERBALEI KR, XATEHLSFH
R B0 —F

5) FTAALEL

A B T H—A2 KRR
1. social disturbance aF G
2. global inflation A RGE K
3. food-price inflation B o A& 38 K
4. capital flight & IR
5. spending cuts A B TT &
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