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Manufacturing problems
H) 32 b 5] 22
About that renaissance
X Taligdk g 3%
In a reversal of a historic trend, American industry is becoming

less efficient
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it B : The Economist November 11t 2023 edition 2023
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Advocates of industrial policy have long argued that
manufacturing possesses special powers. Industry’s
demands lead to technological progress; the goods it
produces must pass the muster of global markets,
which drives up efficiency. Some then take things
turther. When countries grow richer, manufacturing
moves overseas as firms seek to reduce labour costs.
This, they say, justifies tariffs and subsidies to protect

manufacturing and boost growth.

[#3C]

1. renaissance /'renasa:ns/ n. ‘ﬁﬁi 2. /GRE/ % #F | & /\‘ a situation when there is new interest in a particular subject,

form of art, etc. after a period when it was not very popular (¥ —%#RZERKH XFXEE60) 2%
18] : to experience a renaissance

%m 8%

<[] L% 3> revitalization

2. reversal /r1'v3:rsl/ n. a change of something so that it is the opposite of what it was B8] ; #1/& %% R4
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1] : a dramatic reversal in population decline
A E T E 6y .2 5% 4%
3. possess /pa'zes/ v. to have or own something A ; #H

#]: The gallery possesses a number of the artist's early works.

R B RREA M@ R — T I =,

2023/11/14

4. justify /'dzastifar/ v. “1‘3 oYL ;‘g/éﬁﬁ‘%/?‘?ﬁﬁ‘ to show that somebody/something is right or reasonable JE ... &£ 4

(REY., HI32)
18] :

Her success had justified the faith her teachers had put in her.

Yot I IER T 2 U A e 09 2 AL R OE A

5. tariff /'teertf/ n. a tax that is paid on goods coming into or going out of a country X #t.

#]: A general tariff was imposed on foreign imports.

St v WA L G B ALFAE AL

6. subsidy /'sabsadi/ n. ‘ﬁﬁ % /GRE/F #F | & /\‘ money that is paid by a government or an organization to reduce the

costs of services or of producing goods so that their prices can be kept low #Mlb; #hBh4&; Zk

%) : agricultural subsidies

Ak AP G

[#&1]

1. pass muster : to be accepted as of a good enough standard % ] &K ; KFEL

15«

ARHA R HEMHRE LG BLBRIGTTR .

| wasn’t sure that our clothing would pass muster at the club door.

The problem is that, of late, manufacturing’s powers
seem to have vanished. Figures published on October 26th
show that America’s GDP jumped by 4.9% at an
annualised rate in the third quarter of the year. Nearly
80% of output is now made up of services, but one might
expect manufacturing at least to pull its weight, given its
supposed powers. In fact, labour productivity in
manufacturing fell by 0.2% at an annualised rate, meaning

that the boost to growth was driven by services. To make

matters worse, productivity in the manufacturing sector

B AR, Wk, WL 2T
CLREAE, 10 A 26 B 695IE
BT, AFFEFEAEERERNLSEMA
BFRETHIEKT 4.9%, A, UL 80%
89 = m AR Gk My Ak, AR AT AL A2
AEA LA, FELE, &F
E A, FELGTHEFRETRT
0.2%, X ERE{RAEFHEKG T EH
AR ARGk, BARREMAZ, A 2011 F
Ak, #liEakay A FEEE TR, K&
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has been in secular decline since 2011—the first | LA HKEP B R B I KL TF69TF %,
decade-long fall in the available data. Some economists | —3£ 22 F 5 KINA, X TRELLZE B
think it is probably also the first such fall in American | ¥ L # ki IX A F &,

history.

[=C])
1. vanish /'vaenif/ v. to disappear suddenly and/or in a way that you cannot explain (£ & H4rx) KT RIHE %k
%] : The magician vanished in a puff of smoke.
AR —RMEFRATLT .
2. supposed /so'pavzid/ adj. used to show that you think that a claim, statement or way of describing
somebody/something is not true or correct, although it is generally believed to be 1% VA A 49 ; ix1389; Arigay
8] : This is the opinion of the supposed experts.
XA PTIRE LA K.
3. secular /'sekjalar/ adj. not connected with spiritual or religious matters JL#49; #{549; FFF
0
7] : secular music
#EF R
[4iZ1]
1. oflate : recently it
) :  Birth rates have gone down of late.
REHEETHT,
2. pull one’s weight : to do one’s full share of work #4F N F, A5
#):  He accused me of not pulling my weight.

HAE T HIEA KT

What has prompted the reversal? Mr Cass’s favourite | R+ A FH TiX —1#4? T AL T T
explanation, trade policy, can be dismissed. American | fl % 5 BUR R X —IN %, 12X —i
manufacturing employment fell sharply in the early | ik Rk 2. 2000 FXK#, £ B &L
2000s, in part owing to the integration of China into | #L I A% 2 A F %, A5 REA T B

global trade. Some think that this “China shock”, which | N7 &3 % %, —% AR, "FEHF EH"

led to a wave of outsourcing, also caused productivity to | 2 T S &L #], LRI T £ BN 5 69 4%
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decline by reducing the incentive for American firms to | & /1, AmFHEZFETH, KA,

invest. Yet productivity grew until 2011. Moreover, it | 8] 2011 5, & FZEF{F.E3E K, b,
also subsequently declined in sub-sectors that are mostly | £ —3 * £43 T £ N. ATHSH%
domestic and immune to trade, including cement and | *@ &9 F 7k, £ FREHATHE, £
concrete production. W AE KR AR EE £ bk,

(3]
1. prompt /pra:mpt/ v. to make somebody decide to do something; to cause something to happen 4% ; F 2 ; #AL
1] : His speech prompted an angry outburst from a man in the crowd.
R by BhiE AL T A F —F T o
2. dismiss /d1s'mis/ v. to decide that somebody/something is not important and not worth thinking or talking about
RFPHEE; B OB R
1 : 1think we can safely dismiss their objections.
RINA BAVTAATE F LT AR TEZR,
<[5] L##> ignore
3. outsourcing /'autsa:rsin/ n. the process of arranging for somebody outside a company to do work or provide goods
for that company XS 7325 b6, M
18] : the outsourcing of IT work to private contractors

T TS RAKLT

4. immune /1'mju:n/ adj. ‘ﬁﬂi % /3645 /GRE/ & #F | & /\‘ not affected by something, especially something that you

might expect to be harmful 7~ %=/
1 : Our business is far from immune to economic conditions.

KAV ST AER T L FRAGGF A,

5. cement /st'ment/ n. “1‘3 RS E)HE ;‘3%/??57‘?‘ a grey powder made by burning clay and lime that sets hard when it is

mixed with water. Cement is used in building to stick stones and bricks together and to make very hard surfaces. K%
#]: Use a mixture of one part cement to four parts sand.
1% Bl — 4y KR Ao —Ap i T 09 RS0,

[Kksa]l

Some think that this “China shock”, which led to a wave of outsourcing, also caused productivity to decline by reducing

the incentive for American firms to invest.

8 F 69 £F 349 4 : Some think that this “China shock” also caused productivity to decline by reducing the incentive
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for American firms to invest. 2 ¥ this “China shock” also caused productivity to decline by reducing the incentive for
American firms to invest. J £iEMA &, E&HENELR: —RARA, "FPEFF"RIB T EBAIWEFT T,
MimF B AE = ET %,

which led to a wave of outsourcing A € &AM &), #4545“China shock”, &%&&: ("FEH+H") FRT 5

H 2% Ak AT LT R 6900 F) R R A BATIRAE
THAENEZHH AR L. 20 #2 90 F
KAz 2000 F, HEA = FHRA, HH
AT =50, LERFFHREA ZLE
ARz, 2010 FA0, HliE T HAL R
JT R A ARSI AL, A A KM
PR BT TS, BAgRE, 2011 Fulk,
H 2k = 2 — A B85k 8 ER i Hp
Fo 8 F i R A

A better clue is provided by what went well in earlier
decades. During the 1990s and 2000s manufacturing
productivity soared, with the production of computers
and electronics, especially semiconductor chips, leading
the way. Gains seem to have topped out at around the
time things went wrong more broadly, in the early
2010s. All told, more than a third of the overall
slowdown in manufacturing since 2011 is accounted for

by computers and electronics.

[#C])
1. semiconductor /'semarkandaktar/ n. [&9 4 /% #F | a solid substance that conducts electricity in particular

conditions, better than insulators but not as well as conductors ¥ F1&

[4i2]
1. top out : if something tops out at a particular price, speed, etc. it does not rise any higher (#-4&. & & %) £ 2|7
B, BlRE .k
18] : Inflation topped out at 12 per cent.

BRERERS, N 12%.

2. all told : altogether, when everyone or everything has been counted % 3&, &t
] : There must have been eight cars in the accident, all told.

RRERFRZDAIEENBALE,

Yet problems with computers are not the whole story. | A, 1+ HAH T2 AL LI, Ft

Productivity has fallen in both durable manufacturing, which | J &4]1& b (8,36 K % #AHEL* &)

includes most tech, and the non-durable sort, which includes | feJE &t F] & 4):1% W (6,3 A W F2 IR E

items like cigarettes and clothes. Fourteen out of 19 | & /&) WA ZFTEAEIT %, A
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manufacturing sub-sectors, from machinery to textiles, saw | /& 2| %5 2 &0, 19 NHlE L F TP

declines during the 2010s. A 14 A~ 2010 AR AT R .

(3]

1. durable /'durabl/ adj. ‘\7}7 R/ ,‘E,L/#E#%/%;Bﬂ likely to last for a long time without breaking or getting weaker &t f]

0y FHAH
] : durable plastics
GRER-
2. textile /'teksta1l/ n. (textiles) the industry that makes cloth %5 22k
%] : He got a job in textiles.
Wt 5 AT L R B — 4 TAE
[Kksa]l

Productivity has fallen in both durable manufacturing, which includes most tech, and the non-durable sort, which

includes items like cigarettes and clothes.

&) F 89 £F 3% 4 : Productivity has fallen in both durable manufacturing and the non-durable sort, & %2 : &
on ) 1% b Ao JE AT B So ) i€ W 6g A AR T T T4

which includes most tech #= which includes items like cigarettes and clothes. #f 4 & #& A @ , 14 4% durable

manufacturing #= the non-durable sort, &2 : QHE KX ZHHHE FH; OHEFREFRREF F 0

AL P A X Tt HAUAR & A A R AT £ B
EF A —ANFHAB R K, 1255 IR LA AL
R RAEE T HEE R ARER & HE L
H K 5 4] # % 4 4 (Information Technology

Perhaps all those computers have been put to poor use.
America may be a technology superpower, but when it
comes to using tech in the physical world it lags

behind others. It ranks seventh out of 15 countries in
and Innovation Foundation)#9 (4%, £ E LT

AARNAMBAERFEL ISABEETHLH
L. BEMAAGAHE, AHE, FLIA
ERAMBEANRERERBN =125, £x-F
AT siT ARG, AR'E 569 B A EAHHL
Adsbit, [BEBEHL H 11 4%,

the adoption of robots per worker, according to the
Information Technology and Innovation Foundation, a
think-tank. South Korea, the world leader, uses over
three times more robots per worker. And after
adjusting for average wages—richer countries tend to

be more advanced—America ranks 11th.

(3]
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1. lag /l=g/ v. ‘\’}7 R [ %"/#ﬁ#n‘%/%*‘ﬁ‘ to move or develop slowly or more slowly than other people, organizations,

etc 2R HH:; ARER: Wi, BB T

1] : The little boy lagged behind his parents.

ARNF HZEET LG & .

2. adoption /3'da:p[n/ n. the decision to start using something such as an idea, a plan or aname (#i%, #+X|. &5
F69) AR

#]: The committee recommended the adoption of new safety procedures.

ERREBR AL LS,

<@ L # 4> application

¥ B RN R R ki ABE, &
FERAMNFRE T KEMRIKX. XA
fo, EEGR BB ICEILEE KT
By mAlELRLHEEETZETE. B
BAHAN, FEGHELTROEZ P
BT, HEEAAKSKK. ARALEL
E2INA, AT EENEM4 LK ITL
A EE, AT AVARAAE AT L Ak 4E
FTET.

The extra bit of American underperformance is trickier to
explain. Economists throw out a boatload of hypotheses.
America is known to have laxer antitrust enforcement than
its peers; perhaps scrutiny was especially needed in the
manufacturing sector. Maybe American manufacturing was
more advanced when robots arrived on the scene, so had
less to gain. Some have even argued that because America’s
software and internet sectors have been so lucrative, talent

has been diverted away from older industries.

(3]
1. bit /bit/ n. a part of something larger (F449) —3 4, —&
1] : The best bit of the holiday was seeing the Grand Canyon.
CEIRE S AN C RPN
2. underperformance / andarpar'fa:rmans/ n. the fact of not being as successful as was expected & #% 1~ %F; & IA
32 A
#]: North Korea's economic underperformance is remarkable for a country that is neither a failed state nor at war, he
says.
ML FRERENGH T, LEETRILY, REFHNEETK, TREXRTH.
3. boatload /'bavtlawd/ n. a large number of people or things; a large amount of something K Z 89 A K4r; KZE 8

AR
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] We made boatloads of food for the party.

AMARREET RS2,

4. hypothesis /har'pa:0asis/ n. |7~ 2% /4 2 /1648 /GRE/ % #F /% /\‘ an idea or explanation of something that is based

on a few known facts but that has not yet been proved to be true or correct (F V& F L RABAZAAIEE 49) B,
18X

%] : a hypothesis about the function of dreams

KT a9 1E A a9

<F) L # #> assumption

5. lax /leks/ adj. not strict, severe or careful enough about work, rules or standards of behaviour 1~
ARy AT DR

] : a lax attitude to health and safety regulations

LA LRSS RS K

<R L # > loose

6. antitrust / antar'trast/ adj. (of laws & #) preventing companies or groups of companies from controlling prices
unfairly RLA€35 4769 R Z BT a9

7] an antitrust investigation

R WA

7. enforcement /1n'fa:rsmant/ n. the act of making people obey a particular law or rule 5% %] #t4T, %47 % (E&
AHAE)

#]: law enforcement officers

WEE R

8. scrutiny /'skru:tani/ n. careful and complete examination 1Fa4:%; A AWK 69 F L

#]: Her argument doesn't really stand up to scrutiny.

Yo L8 % AN A S

9. lucrative /'lu:krat1v/ adj. producing a large amount of money; making a large profit B K 4% 49 ; 3%
A %y

1] : Had the plan worked it would have proved highly lucrative.

o Rzt X AR, ARFHERA A AEF A AT B4y,

<F) L ##>  profitable
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BFAAKETD? TAKERSEFD, £
%R A Aok & HR A ARSI ok
Flig ey g5, femegiER, @A
sk Fe i T, B L RAFTHRXER K
/A=, AR P BERINF R L F4
X 89 oAz A% H R A A AR LAY F) i b
B —H . MEARKRA AR R BT

Re MR iE bt — o KR, AR AR
KA 1995 £ E 2004 i) 49 4% K &
FRAEZ N FE—H. R, BATXLR

RAFM e REFEFEL, LFEZ—WE
=T AGRELA9 5 B

Could things change? Industrial-policy advocates hope
that America’s subsidies for chip production and green
tech will lead to a manufacturing renaissance. The idea
is to boost productivity by enticing companies and
investment to cluster in a given region, much as
Shenzhen in China used its status as a special economic
zone to become an impressive manufacturing hub. A
breakthrough in robotics or artificial intelligence could
push things along, just as information technology led to
a surge in productivity from 1995 to 2004. For the
moment, though, this is just speculation. And American

manufacturing needs all the help it can get.

[3C]
1. entice /in'tais/ v. to persuade somebody/something to go somewhere or to do something, usually by offering
them something #4£; 714
#]: The animal refused to be enticed from its hole.
AR FH M E A 51 HLT A H iR
<) XL # #> attract
2. hub /hab/ n. a central airport, station, etc. that operates many services (3R FFha9) F.o, O
] : The airport has become an international hub.
TG Ry B FRAR 28
3. speculation / spekju'lerfn/ n. m the act of forming opinions about what has happened or what might happen
without knowing all the facts M) ; A& ; AT
%] : There was widespread speculation that she was going to resign.
AT 2 A M S B 8 AR

<[5 L% #> conjecture
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&
B

) 3 L SRAT 45 SR B

P AL S A TR S BH 0 AN S ES, 4 AL A B e A A
>3k S BAOINIY S AR TRIC,  SATRIP EA AL S TR 42 S A4S
PATA, HAEANEY HBIAFE & RRGE

5 4 38 Ml i 85 5P A 7T B

> I EH 42 AR BY 2 BB 0 R B8 AR S

> ¥ 5 B R AL A T AR A — LR
ELE )| AU = oy A e KSR BB E TR AR BT S 3 A A
o > SEF Fe 5 AR IR
> 2% E B 56 IR MIT R E
e B RE M A 7 R 45 A A B I 4 A SRR 3 Al i) 3T
> Smh gl SR AT M KT TR R IR A A P, RSNk it
2) AXH#
v 3R &
prompt

What has prompted the reversal?

R A GET K —i# 47

cause

...also caused productivity to decline by reducing the incentive for American firms to invest.

LA T EB NSRRI, M FREFET %,
HA: lead

1#]:  Eating too much sugar can lead to health problems.

B RL S AR 2 5 AR AL

v H#Fh; Rt

drive

...which drives up efficiency.

SRS T Lk E,

boost
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This, they say, justifies tariffs and subsidies to protect manufacturing and boost growth.
Skl AE BB AL AL A AN S A AN, R AR B b L 2
Ko

R A advance/facilitate

1#]: They worked together to advance the cause of democracy.

Me R EF AL,

3) —E% 3L

v/ adoption

v XL.F & 4 : It ranks seventh out of 15 countries in the adoption of robots per
worker... EFEIAAXMBEAERAFELEISNERFTHL F L.

v B
(Dthe decision to start using something such as an idea, a plan or aname (#Xk, #X]. £
FEW) KA
The committee recommended the ~ of new safety procedures.
EREEPCRRAFRLEEF
@the act of choosing somebody as a candidate for an election (/Zi& A#y) 2, ik, f
#
his ~ as the Labour candidate
Rk ik R TR EA
@ the act of adopting a child; the fact of being adopted A< ; 43k

She put the baby up for ~.
Wit b Z ik AR E L,

v’ possess

v\ X ¥ )% &) : Advocates of industrial policy have long argued that manufacturing

possesses special powers. KHAFAK, FIH R B FH —A LA, FELH
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B4 £,
v

@ to have or own something A ; #A
The gallery ~ a number of the artist's early works.
XK@ BRI A AL @ KA — e IR S
@ (of a feeling, an emotion, etc. & 3. 1% % %) to have a powerful effect on somebody and
control the way that they think, behave, etc.384¥; X &; # 4
Aterrible fear ~ her.
W BAETT 5
@ used to say that you cannot understand why someone did something stupid &1} Z 3&{#
A (BEF) ? (RFRAAXAATHRREF)
What on earth ~ her to doit?

B RAAM AL i Tl X AP F 6 ?

4) 15 B\ %
v HE K AR
vV XER:

The idea is to boost productivity by enticing companies and investment to cluster in a given
region, much as Shenzhen in China used its status as a special economic zone to become an
impressive manufacturing hub. A breakthrough in robotics or artificial intelligence could push

things along, just as information technology led to a surge in productivity from 1995 to 2004.

vV qRRERA:
The idea is to boost...by enticing companies and investment to cluster in a given region, much
as...used its status as...to become...hub. XA & B E R G ke X T A —NRFEHK
RERRE.., AR AREL e, RA.PS—HF
A breakthrough in...could push things along, just as...led to a surge in... ...49 % 2% 7T ft & 4E 3 ...

R, AR FBL AR RE—H .
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v BB
The idea is to boost the economy by enticing companies and investment to cluster in a given
region, much as Beijing in China used its status as the capital city to become an impressive
finance hub. A breakthrough in technologies such as artificial intelligence and robotics could
push things along, just as information technology led to a surge in the economy a few years

ago.

v A5 BAE k——3E KR AR
ISR RGBT R 5] Ak o I — AN A KR R RARBE R, sEAR W) AR TR A A
EABIRT 93le, AT EHHIFERGERT O—H, ATFRORATRAENZ
AR, ARIUFATE &H AR F B LGSR AR —H

5) FTAALEL

4B T A—F]E
1. manufacturing #)3& b
2. durable manufacturing af ] o ) 1€ Ak
3. productivity AR
4. tariff AL
5. industrial policy 7ok BUR
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